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Internet Car Crashes (1)



Internet Car Crashes (2)



Finkel v. Dauber

“Secret” Facebook Group “90 Cents Short of a Dollar”



Finkel v. Dauber Lesson

“Three may keep a 
secret, if two of 
them are dead.”

- Benjamin Franklin



D.C. v. R.R. (1)

 DC has personal website promoting his acting career

 Classmates post to the guestbook:
– “F***, I'm going to kill you.”
– “You are an oversized f***.... I just want to hit you in the neck—hard.... [G]o to 

the 405 [freeway] bridge and jump.”
– “I hate f***.... You need to be stopped.”
– “I am looking forward to your death.”
– “Not only are you a massive f****, but must absolutely quit showing your face 

at my school. You are now officially wanted dead or alive.”



D.C. v. R.R. (2)

 RR explained his motives
– “I had no opinion about [D.C.] whatsoever. I did not like or dislike him…”
– “My initial response to the site was to be offended and put off by its ‘I am 

better than you’ attitude and its blatant bragging and self promotion.”
– “I was in a playful mood and I decided to add my own message to the Internet 

graffiti contest that was apparently going on.”



D.C. v. R.R. (3)

 DC and his family move; DC changes school

 DC sues high school, administrators, teachers and 
classmates/parents

 Case goes to California Supreme Court

 School spent over $500k on legal fees in 2 years

 DC and RR settle lawsuit 8 years after posting



D.C. v. R.R. Lessons

“It’s all fun 
and games 
until 
someone 
gets sued”



Moreno v. Hanford Sentinel (1)



Moreno v. Hanford Sentinel (2)

 “ODE TO COALINGA” posted to Moreno’s MySpace Page
– “Looking back at the people I saw in Coalinga this weekend...I pity them”
– “I don't care much for Coalinga. or the people that reside there or the friends I 

used to have while being there. In comparison to my college friends, they are 
nothing, were nothing, and remain nothing”

– “I think inside these individuals (and you all know who you are) know they 
can’t make it in life”

– “That's right ******...envy me because thats all you can do”
– “that is all that you really can do...talk nonsense **** because you are 

nothing....”

 Moreno deletes post after 6 days

 A MySpace “friend” sent the Ode to former principal, who sent 
to local newspaper editor…



Moreno v. Hanford Sentinel (3)



Moreno v. Hanford Sentinel (4)



Moreno v. Hanford Sentinel Lessons



Implications

“If you don’t have anything nice 
to say, don't say anything at all”
You own your words online
Social Media ≠ Hallway Chatter

–Sharing = loss of control
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