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Introduction

Blogs and social networking sites are yet more 
networked communication media
Most problems come from people trying to maintain 
multiple self-identities across different social 
networks



Social Networking Sites

Defined
– “A social network service uses software to build online social networks for 

communities of people who share interests and activities or who are 
interested in exploring the interests and activities of others” (Wikipedia March 2008)

– KIDS Act of 2008: “an Internet website (i) that allows users, through the 
creation of web pages or profiles or by other means, to provide information 
about themselves that is available to the public or to other users; and (ii) that 
offers a mechanism for communication with other users where such users are 
likely to include a substantial number of minors; and (iii) whose primary 
purpose is to facilitate online social interactions.”

– NJ AB3757 (proposed): “a website which is accessible to third parties and on 
which users under the age of 18 located in New Jersey may post personal 
information and through which third parties may communicate with such 
users.”

Examples: Facebook, MySpace, LinkedIn, YouTube (?)



Social Networking Sites

Key attributes
– Profile information
– Intra-user 

communication tools
– Publication tools

Why I like SNSs
– Water cooler talk
– Content publication 

to my social network



Blogs

Defined: “website where entries are commonly displayed in 
reverse chronological order” (Wikipedia March 2008)

Key attributes
– Postings in reverse chronological order
– RSS feed
– No third party editors

Twitter: microblogging site (140 characters max)







Life as a Blogger

Blogging stats
– > 1400 posts in 4 years
– Over 1,000 subscribers; ~25k unique visitors/mo
– Readers from > 200 countries

What blogging means to me
– Immediate publication to established audience
– Staying current
– Reader tips/conversations
– Press coverage
– New clients

But blogging as a bet-my-house proposition



Where to Find Me

Professional blog: http://blog.ericgoldman.org

Personal blog: http://blog.ericgoldman.org/personal

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=20304055

Twitter: http://twitter.com/ericgoldman

Everything: http://friendfeed.com/ericgoldman

http://blog.ericgoldman.org/
http://blog.ericgoldman.org/personal
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=20304055
http://twitter.com/ericgoldman
http://friendfeed.com/ericgoldman
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