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What Are Social Networking Sites?

“A social network service uses software to build online social 
networks for communities of people who share interests and 
activities or who are interested in exploring the interests and 
activities of others” (Wikipedia March 2008)

– Electronic mediation of offline social networks
– Generate new affinity groups

Key attributes:
– Profile information
– Intra-user communication tools
– Publication tools

Leading sites: MySpace (100M+ accounts), Facebook (68M+ active users)

– Others: LinkedIn, Friendster, Orkut, YouTube?
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What is a Blog?

Blog = “website where entries are commonly displayed in 
reverse chronological order” (Wikipedia March 2008)

Technorati: 113M blogs tracked (http://technorati.com/about/)

Key attributes:
– Postings in reverse chronological order
– RSS feed
– No third party editors









Life as a Blogger

Blogging as tool for self-expression
– No editor
– Instant ability to chime in on hot issues
– Conversation with regular readers
– Multiplier effect from other bloggers/journalists

Some stats
– 3 years, 1200+ posts (~1x/day)
– ~6M pageviews
– Readers from ~200 countries

Blogging as a bet-my-house proposition
– Alleged defamation (Network World)
– Bar/Bri and Rule 26 disclosure
– Cease & Desist letter as part of reputation management
– Potential effects on tenure


	Social Networking Sites and Blogs
	What Are Social Networking Sites?
	What is a Blog?
	Life as a Blogger

